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One of the striking features of the copious discussions of the role 
of religion in the public sphere that have occurred within political 
theory in recent decades is the lack of engagement with actual 
religious thought. Many theorists have developed sophisticated 
theories about how liberalism best responds to religious diversity, 
or how religious citizens can come to endorse liberal democratic 
institutions and laws, without interacting with theology itself. 
This is true despite the fact that there are many thinkers working 
on the same moral and political questions from a theological 
perspective – such as Oliver O’Donovan, David Hollenbach, and 
Christopher Insole, to name a few. Precious little of this work is 
familiar to ‘mainstream’ political theorists. 

This neglect is not unidirectional, however. Many theologians 
working on political issues (‘political theologians’) have little 
grasp of debates within political theory, and can be insufficiently 
appreciative of the work of secular theorists. 

There are of course notable exceptions on both sides. The work of 
John Rawls and Jürgen Habermas, for example, has been 
seriously engaged with by political theologians, and Andrew 
March has explored the relation between liberal and Islamic 
political thought. But it is fair to say that political theory and 
political theology have in general conducted parallel, 
disconnected, conversations – even when examining precisely the 
same questions regarding the impact of religious diversity on 
public life. 

This workshop will seek to bridge this divide, by exploring the 
question of what insights on the normative questions raised by 
religious diversity political theorists could gain from engaging 
with theology, and vice versa. We will consider why political 
theorists and political theologians should be interested in each 
others’ work on this question at all; how particular debates within 
political theory are seen in a new light, and potentially 
transformed, when brought into conversation with theological 



writings; and how political theology would itself be altered 
through closer interaction with mainstream political theory. We 
thus anticipate that papers presented at the workshop will 
address both ‘big picture’ questions of the relationship between 
political theory and theology and their respective preoccupations 
and concerns, and more focused questions about the way 
discussions of particular normative questions raised by religious 
diversity could be enhanced through an integration of insights 
from both disciplines. 

In order to achieve this, we will gather a group containing both 
political theorists and theologians representing (at least) 
Christianity and Islam, including academics whose work has 
already engaged with both of these disciplines. The workshop 
will include paper presentations, responses, and time for open 
discussion of the questions raised by our theme. We anticipate 
that each session will last two hours, and contain two twenty-five 
minute presentations followed by a ten minute response. The rest 
of the time will be devoted to discussion. A provisional list of 
topics, presenters, and respondents is included below. 

We will seek to publish selected workshop papers, in the form of 
special issues or symposia, in leading scholarly journals of both 
political theory (in the first instance, Political Theory) or political 
science (Politics and Religion or Journal of Church and State); and 
theology (in the first instance, Political Theology). We would hope 
to publish an exchange between a political theorist and a 
theologian in both a political theory journal and a theology 
journal, thus advancing the cross-disciplinary agenda of the 
workshop. 

 

Workshop Program and Presenters 

Session 1: Religious Diversity, Christian Political Theology, and 
Public Reason Liberalism 

Presenters: 
• Christopher Eberle (Professor of Philosophy, United States 

Naval Academy) 
• Kevin Vallier (Associate Professor of Philosophy, Bowling 

Green State University) 

Respondent: 
• Paul Billingham (Junior Research Fellow in Political 

Philosophy, Christ Church, University of Oxford) 



Session 2: Religious Diversity and Islamic and Jewish Political 
Theology 

Presenters: 
• Julie E. Cooper (Senior Lecturer in Political Science, Tel 

Aviv University) 
• Mohammad Fadel (Associate Professor, Faculty of Laws, 

University of Toronto) 

Respondent: 
• Joshua Ralston (Lecturer in Muslim-Christian Relations, 

School of Divinity, University of Edinburgh) 

Session 3: Religious Diversity, Democratic Theory, and Theology 

Presenters: 
• Luke Bretherton (Professor of Theological Ethics, Duke 

University) 
• Erin Wilson (Director, Centre for Religion, Conflict and the 

Public Domain, University of Groningen) 

Respondent: 
• Anne Guillard (PhD Candidate in Political Theory, 

Sciences Po Paris) 


